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-By Chengchu “Cathy” Liu

Dear CAFS Members and Friends,                                     

Happy Spring to you and your family!  

 

As we welcome the 

season of renewal and 

growth, we are excited to 

bring you the spring 

edition of our CAFS 

Newsletter, filled with 

exciting updates and news 

about upcoming events.  

 

First and foremost, I extend a warm welcome to 

our new members Drs. Cangliang Shen, 

Quancai Sun, and Zhipeng Tao who have 

recently joined our CAFS family as lifetime 

members. We look forward to the contributions 

you will bring to our community (See CAFS 

Member Spotlights).  

Second, I am thrilled to share with you that five 

CAFS members have been selected as new 

Fellows for IFT and IAFoST (International 

Academy of Food Science and Technology). 

Please join me to sincerely congratulate Drs. 

Zhongli Pan, Jason Wan, and Jianping Wu for 

being selected as 2024 IAFoST Fellows and Drs. 

Vivian Wu and Chengchu Liu as 2024 IFT 

Fellows. Your remarkable achievements reflect 

the excellence of our CAFS, and we take 

immense pride in celebrating your success (See 

CAFS Member Spotlights).  

As we move forward, we would like to invite 

nominations for the position of President-

Elect. This role is crucial to the continued 

success of our CAFS, and we are seeking 

dedicated individuals who are passionate about 

Chinese American Food Society (http://www.cafsnet.org)   April. 2024 
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our mission and eager to contribute their 

leadership skills. If you know someone who fits 

this or if you are interested in nominating 

yourself, please submit your nominations to the 

Nomination Committee by May 15, 2024 (See 

Call for Nominations for CAFS President-Elect 

for more details).  

Additionally, we encourage you to nominate 

deserving individuals for the 2024 CAFS 

Distinguished Service Award and CAFS 

Professional Achievement Award. These 

awards recognize a professional member for 

his/her outstanding and sustained contribution to 

CAFS (Distinguished Service Award) and to the 

field of food science and engineering as it relates 

to teaching, research, extension, administration, 

or leadership in the food industry, academia, and 

government (Professional Achievement Award). 

If you know someone whose deserves 

recognition, please submit your nominations to 

the Award Committee by May 15, 2024 (See 

Call for Nominations of CAFS 2024 Professional 

Awards for more details).  

We are pleased to announce that our CAFS 

Annual Business Meeting will be virtual using 

a Zoom platform this year (Meeting ID: 954 9428 

5307), and it is scheduled for scheduled for 8-10 

PM (Easten Time) on July 10. The Annual 

Business Meeting provides a great opportunity 

for us to come together, review our progress, and 

discuss plans for the future. Please mark your 

calendars to attend and participate in shaping the 

direction of our CAFS.  

Furthermore, please save the date, July 15 at 

5:30 pm-9:00 pm (Central Time), for our 

upcoming highly anticipated Annual Banquet. 

As a tradition, the 2024 CAFS Annual Banquet 

will be held at MingHin Cuisine in Chicago 

Chinatown in conjunction with the IFT annual 

meeting. This event promises an evening of 

delicious cuisine and invaluable networking 

opportunities. It is a time to honor our members’ 

achievements, acknowledge our collective 

efforts, and strengthen the bonds that unite us as 

members of CAFS. More detailed information 

(i.e. menu, address and admission) can be found 

in the 2024 CAFS Annual Banquet flyer. Please 

prioritize your calendar for this memorable 

occasion for CAFS family and help distribute the 

information within your networking.   

Last but not least, we invite all our student 

members to participate in this year's Student 

Research Competition. This competition not 

only provides a platform for showcasing your 

innovative ideas and research endeavors. Please 

submit your abstract by May 5, 2024. Moreover, 

professional members are invited to join us as 

judges for the competition. Your expertise will 

not only enrich the evaluation process but also 

serve as an inspiration to our young researchers 

(See 2024 CAFS Student Research Competition 

for more information).   

As we embrace the spirit of spring and all the 

possibilities it holds, let us seize the opportunities 

before us with optimism and determination. 

Together, we can continue to grow, learn, and 

make a positive impact in our CAFS and beyond.  

I look forward to seeing you all at the 2024 CAFS 

Annual Business Meeting over the Zoom and 

2024 CAFS Annual Banquet in Chicago. In the 

meantime, if you have any questions or concerns 

or dietary restrictions, please contact me at: 

cathyliu@umd.edu.  

Chengchu “Cathy” Liu  

2023-2024 CAFS President 
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-by Lihan Huang 
 

Dear CAFS members: 

 

The 2024-2025 CAFS Nomination Committee is calling for the nominations (including self-nomination) 

for CAFS 2025-2026 President-Elect.  The duties of the President-Elect, nomination process, and 

qualifications of the candidates for the President-Elect are stated in the following sections (7.4 and 9) of 

the CAFS Bylaws: 

 

7.4. PRESIDENT-ELECT: The President-elect shall assist the President, formulate plans for his/her 

presidency including appointing Committee chairperson for each Committee for the next term, and 

succeed to the office of the President at the end of the Annual Meeting.  The President-elect usually serves 

as the chairperson of the Annual Meeting Committee and performs the duties of the President in the 

President’s absence. 

 

9. NOMINATION: 

Nomination Committee shall solicit potential candidates from the membership in the Newsletter or 

through a special announcement before a final list is compiled. Any member may suggest names of 

candidates for the President-elect, Directors, Secretary, Treasurer, or other elected officers to the 

Nomination Committee by submitting a biographic sketch of each candidate along with a signed statement 

of the candidate that he/she is willing to hold office if elected. 

 

Qualification of candidates for the President-elect shall include but not limited to: (1) at least three-year 

current Membership or Lifetime Membership in good standing, (2) served as an elected office of the 

society, and (3) good leadership qualification and administrative experience. Other candidates shall have 

at least one-year current Membership or Lifetime Membership in good standing show willingness to serve 

CAFS at the time of nomination. After reviewing each candidate's qualifications, the Nomination 

Committee shall prepare a slate of one to three candidates for each position with the ballot form, voting 

instructions, biographical sketches and nomination statements for the annual election at least two (2) 

months before the Annual Meeting.  

 

Please send your nomination and the candidate’s brief biographic sketch to the Nomination Committee 

members, Dr. Lihan Huang (Lihan.Huang@usda.gov), Dr. Chengchu (Catherine) Liu 

(cathyliu@umd.edu), and Dr. Qinchun Rao (qrao@fsu.edu) by May 15, 2024. 

 

 

Regards,  

Lihan Huang (Chair) 

Chengchu Liu 

Qinchun Rao 

 

2024-2025 CAFS Nomination Committee 
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-by Vivian C.H. Wu 
 

 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR CAFS PROFESSIONAL AWARDS 
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-By Haiqiang Wang 

*: One of the membership fee was paid through an online portal, as part of their processing policy, only part of the 
payment ($240) was processed & delivered, and the rest of $60 will be processed later on. 

 

 

 

Balance (as of 10/13/2023) $28,918.79 

Income    

Lifetime membership (two)* $540.00 

Active membership (One) $15.00 

Subtotal Income $555.00 

Expenses   

P.O. box rental fee $176.00 

CAFS website additional bandwidth- $15 per month $15.00 

Deposit for July CAFS annual meeting $500.00 

Subtotal Expenses $691.00 

Balance (as of 4/8/2024) $28,782.79 

2023-2024 CAFS FINANCIAL REPORT 
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-By Zhenjiao Du

 

Dear CAFS students and professors: 

We are calling for students in CAFS to submit original abstracts for the 2024 CAFS Student Research 

Competition. The deadline for paper submission is May 5, 2024. Please send your abstract in PDF format 

as an email attachment to Zhenjiao Du (zhenjiao@ksu.edu). For detailed instructions, please refer to the 

attached guidelines. 

We are thrilled to announce significant enhancements to this year's competition, including updated 

awarding criteria and simplified participation procedures. This year, we are proud to offer at most 11 

prizes for students, a notable increase from the four prizes awarded in previous years. This expansion 

aims to recognize and celebrate the dedication of students in the field of food science while fostering their 

career development. Additionally, in recognition of their participation, all students participating in this 

activity will receive a certificate of participation. The submission format of the abstract will be the same 

as the Technical Research Paper Abstract in IFT.  

Should you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to Juan Gao (jg22cb@fsu.edu) or 

Zhenjiao Du (zhenjiao@ksu.edu). 

 

2024 CAFS Student Research Competition Submission Guidelines 

 

Purpose: 

1. To foster and promote scientific research and scholarship among student members of CAFS in 

food science or related fields. 

2. To acknowledge the excellence of research and presentations by undergraduates/graduate students. 

Criteria and Procedures: 

1. The competition is open to all full-time students enrolled in North America within the field of 

Food Science or related programs. Contestants can be undergraduates, graduate students, or in a 

transitional phase within their program. Post-doctoral fellows are ineligible. Contestants will be 

further categorized and evaluated based on their degree levels. 

2. Contestants must be CAFS student members or apply for CAFS student membership at the time 

of the competition. For information on becoming a CAFS student member, please visit 

https://www.cafsnet.org/joincafs.htm or reach out to Juan Gao (jg22cb@fsu.edu) or Zhengjiao Du 

(zhenjiao@ksu.edu). 

3. Abstracts submitted for the competition must be from original research conducted primarily by the 

students and have not been presented or published elsewhere. Previously published studies will 

not be accepted for the competition. 

4. Each contestant is permitted to submit only one paper. 

5. The deadline for poster submission is May 5th, 2024 at 11:59 pm Eastern Daylight Time (EDT). 

6. The student must be the primary author (typically the first author) of the paper. 

7. At most 11 finalists will be selected by May 20th, 2024. In the second round, a Zoom meeting for 

oral presentations will be scheduled between June and July 2024. All finalists must briefly 

present their research and respond to questions from judges. An email notification will be sent 

2024 CAFS STUDENT RESEARCH COMPETITION 
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once the date and details are confirmed. Evaluation criteria will include the quality of the 

presentation, originality, research quality, writing, and the ability to address judges' inquiries. 

Prizes: 

The 2024 CAFS student research competition winners will be announced at the CAFS annual 

meeting/banquet. Each winner will receive a certificate and a monetary award. 

• 1st prize: $600 (1) 

• 2nd prize: $400 (1) 

• 3rd prize: $200 (1) 

• Honorable Mention: $100 (3 - 8) * 
* Depends on the total number of participants 

Instructions for preparing competition abstracts: 

a. Each paper must be in PDF format. The file name should follow this format: "Contestant’s first 

name + Contestant’s last name-Abstract title.pdf". Please include your identity (Undergrad/Grad), 

your and your advisor’s email addresses, as well as your affiliation in the body of the email. The 

email can be sent to zhenjiao@ksu.edu.  

b. On the title page (first page), provide the title of the paper, the names of all authors and their 

affiliations, and the contact information (email) of the graduate student. 

c. Each paper must contain the following five components. Tables and graphs are optional but no 

more than 4 in total if presented. Abstracts must be 350 words or less, including the introduction, 

methods, results, and significance (A two-sentence summary is excluded). (A template can be 

downloaded from the Google Drive). 

 

• Two-sentence Summary  

• Introduction  

• Methods  

• Results/Discussion 

• Significance 

 

Evaluation form for the first-round competition 

 

 

 

 

 

CAFS 2023 Student Research Competition Rubric-First Round

Judge Wu Wang Participant San Zhang

Round 1: Abstract

Criteria Total Score

Your Score

(0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) Comments

Background and rationale for the study 5

Appropriateness of research methods 5

Clarity and presentation of experimental results 5

Interpretation of results and conclusion 5

Novelty and significance of the study 5

Mechanics (Grammar, spelling, punctuation, unit errors) 5

Total Score (If you have an interest conflict, please type "N/A" in comments) 30 0 e.g., N/A

http://www.cafsnet.org/
mailto:zhenjiao@ksu.edu
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CALL FOR JUDGES OF 2024 CAFS STUDENT RESEARCH COMPETITION 

 

Dear CAFS members,  

 

The 2024 CAFS Student Research Competition was released through WeChat Group and LinkedIn. We 

are now calling for judges from academia, industry, and government for 2024 CAFS Student Research 

Competition. Your expertise will undoubtedly help our participants improve both their technical writing 

and oral presentation skills and provide unique insights into their future research!  

 

The submission deadline is May 5th, 2024. We will have two rounds of competition. The first round is to 

evaluate the abstract by May 20th, 2024, and the second round is to assess the overall performance of 

finalist’s oral presentation in June or July. The winners will be ranked by the second round and will be 

announced at our annual meeting in July. 

 

Please do not hesitate to become one of our judges at this link Call for Judge Panel. 

 

Thank you for your support and contribution to CAFS Research competition.  

 

Sincerely, 

Zhenjiao Du 

President of CAFS Student Committee 

Special Congratulations to CAFS Members for Remarkable Achievements! 

 

2024 IAFoST Fellows 

 

 
 

Dr. Zhongli Pan 

Past CAFS President (2016-2017)  

Adjunct Professor 

Biological and Agricultural Engineering 

UC-Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Jason Wan 

Past CAFS President (2017 – 2018) 

Associate Director - Institute for Food Safety and Health (IFSH) 

Director – Food Safety Preventive Controls Alliance (FSPCA) 

Professor of Food Science 

Illinois Institute of Technology  

 

CAFS MEMBER SPOTLIGHTS 

http://www.cafsnet.org/
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Dr. Jianping Wu 

CAFS Lifetime Member 

Professor of Food Science and Technology 

University of Alberta 

 

 

2024 IFT Fellows 

 

 
 

Dr. Vivian C.H. Wu 

Past CAFS President (2015 - 2016)  

Research Leader  

Produce Safety and Microbiology Research Unit 

USDA-ARS Western Regional Research Center 

 

 

Dr. Chengchu (Catherine) Liu 

CAFS President (2023-2024) 

Seafood Technology Specialist 

Maryland Sea Grant Extension Program 

University of Maryland College Park 

 

 

 -by Xiaolei Shi 

Cangliang Shen (West Virginia University)  

 

Dr. Cangliang Shen is the Professor/Extension Specialist at Davis 

College, Division of Animal & Nutritional Sciences and Family & 

Community Development, West Virginia University. Dr. Shen worked at 

IEH Consulting Groups (Research Associate), USDA-ARS (Postdoctoral 

Research Microbiologist), and Western Kentucky University (Assistant 

Professor) after obtaining his Ph.D. from Colorado State University. Dr. 

Shen is currently teaching General Microbiology lecture and labs, Living 

in a Microbiology World, Food Microbiology Lab, and Food Chemistry 

courses. Dr. Shen’s research interest is in developing postharvest 

sanitizing procedures for reducing food safety risks on poultry meat products and fresh produce. Dr. Shen 

has published 60 journal articles, 2 textbooks, and 3 book chapters, and secured USDA-NIFA grants over 

2023-2024 CAFS NEW LIFE-TIME MEMBER  
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$3.6 million. Dr. Shen serves as the editorial board member of Food Control, Journal of Food Protection, 

and Food Protection Trends. Dr. Shen received the Outstanding Volunteer Award of Food Microbiology 

Division-Institute of Food Technologists (IFT) in 2018. He was the Chair of Food Microbiology Division-

IFT in 2019-2020 and the Chair of Biotechnology Division-IFT in 2022-2023. 

 

Quancai Sun (Florida State University) 

 

Dr. Quancai Sun, currently working as an assistant professor in the Department 

of Health, Nutrition, and Food Sciences at the Florida State University, 

specializing in the field of functional foods and nutrition. Prior to my current role, 

I completed my Ph.D. training with Dr. Yeonhwa Park in Umass Amherst and 

postdoctoral training with Dr. Guodong Zhang at the National University of 

Singapore. My expertise focuses on the mechanistic study of phytochemicals in 

the prevention of chronic diseases as well as food contaminants in the 

development of obesity, T2D, and colon inflammation. For this purpose, I use 

interdisciplinary approaches from food biochemistry, molecular biology, and omics to study: 

 

1. Phytochemicals and their beneficial influence on human health. 

2. Dietary proteins/peptides and their beneficial influence on gut microbiota and colon health. 

3. Food contaminants and their potential influence on gut microbiota, colon health, as well as obesity. 

 

 

Zhipeng (Toby) Tao (Texas Woman’s University) 

 

Dr. Zhipeng (Toby) Tao joined the Department of Nutrition and Food 

Sciences as an Assistant Professor in January 2024 at Texas Woman’s 

University (TWU). Before joining TWU, Toby worked as a postdoctoral 

research fellow for four years at Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard 

Medical School. He received his Ph.D. degree in Molecular and Cellular 

Sciences from Virginia Tech in 2019.  

 

Toby’s overall research vision is to elucidate the role of lipid metabolism 

and mitochondrial function in cancer and metabolic diseases (diabetes and 

obesity) and design nutritional interventions and evidence-based target therapies. 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate your interest in joining our society. To become a member, you can download the CAFS 

membership application/renewal/update form. For more information, please reach out to Xiaolei (Shelley) 

Shi via email xshi257@wisc.edu 

 

 

 

http://www.cafsnet.org/
https://www.cafsnet.org/documents/CAFS_membership_app_form_2021.docx
https://www.cafsnet.org/documents/CAFS_membership_app_form_2021.docx
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Director  Juming Tang (2022-2024) jtang@wsu.edu 
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Business Meeting1 

Qinchun Rao qrao@fsu.edu 

Awards Vivian Wu (Chair) 

Olive Li 

Jason Wan 
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cathyliu@umd.edu 

qrao@fsu.edu 

Public Relations Jason Wan (Chair) 

Zachary Zheng (Co-chair) 

jwan1@iit.edu 

zzheng@nucelis.com 

Student Affairs Zhenjiao Du (Chair)  

Juan Gao (Co-chair) 

Chunya Tang (Past Chair) 

zhenjiao@ksu.edu 

jg22cb@fsu.edu 

ctang@fsu.edu 

Website 

(www.cafsnet.org) 

Boce Zhang zhangboce@gmail.com 

 

Note: based on Bylaws,  

 

1 – Annual Banquet and Business Meeting committee is led by the incoming President. 

2 – Nomination committee is led by the immediate Past President. 

 

 

2023-2024 CAFS EC AND COMMITTEE ROSTERS 
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-by Qinchun Rao 

 

CAFS Annual Business Meeting 

• Date: July 10, 2024, Wednesday  

• Time: 8 pm-10:00 pm, EST 

• Location: Zoom (Meeting ID: 954 9428 5307) 

IFT Annual Meeting 

• Date: July 14-17, 2024 

• Location: McCormick Place, Chicago, IL 

CAFS Annual Baquet 

• Date: July 15, 2024, Monday 

• Time: 5:30 pm-9:00 pm 

• Location: MingHin Cuisine (明軒), 2168 S Archer Ave, 

Chicago, IL 60616 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://www.cafsnet.org/
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2024 Conference of Food Engineering  

‘Advancing engineering solutions for sustainable and resilient future food industry’ 

-by Juming Tang 

 

The Conference of Food Engineering Organizing 

Team (Gustavo Barbosa-Cánovas, Juming Tang, 

Shyam Sablani and Yanyun Zhao) and the Society of 

Food Engineering are pleased to announce the 

availability of travel support for student attendees.  

Application materials are available online at our 

website:  https://socfoodeng.org/cofe/student-travel-

support/. We are grateful for conference support 

provided by USDA-NIFA in the form of an AFRI 

grant.  

 

Travel support for attendance at CoFE 24 is also 

available through the Seligman Travel Bursary. https://www.soci.org/awards/travel-bursaries/seligman-

travel-bursary 

 

We have two industry sponsors, PepsiCo and ConAgra, and are in discussions with other potential 

sponsors. We welcome potential sponsors for CoFE 24. For Sponsorship information, please visit 

https://socfoodeng.org/cofe/sponsors/  or contact us at the email above. 

 

CoFE 24 Organization Committee Chair: Gustavo Barbosa-Cánovas 

 

CoFE 24 Organization Committee Members:  Juming Tang, Shyam Sablani, Yanyun Zhao 

 

SoFE Executive Committee Members: Kumar Mallikarjunan, Gönül Kaletunç, Sudhir Sastry, Rohan 

Tikekar 

 

SoFE Members-at-Large:  Gustavo Barbosa-Cánovas, Dennis Heldman, Soojin Jun, Francesco Marra, 

Carmen Moraru, Kesavan Niranjan, Colm O’Donnell, Hosahalli Ramaswamy, Deepti Salvi, Oscar Vega-

Castro, Yi-Cheng Wang 

 

Abstract submissions opened on October 15, 2023 and are ongoing.  Submit abstracts online at: 

https://socfoodeng.org/cofe/abstracts/. Contact societyoffoodengineering@gmail.com for more 

information.  

 

 

 

1. 技术总监-中粮营养健康研究院  

 

中粮营养健康研究院现招收谷物淀粉分析及工艺研究方向技术总监。 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES  

 

http://www.cafsnet.org/
https://socfoodeng.org/cofe/student-travel-support/
https://socfoodeng.org/cofe/student-travel-support/
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工作地点：北京。 

学历经验：博士学历，3 年及以上海外工作经历。 

知识技能：熟练掌握谷物加工工艺、淀粉分析相关专业知识和技能； 

                    良好的英语听说读写能力； 

                     熟练掌握 office 软件、统计分析软件等； 

                     具有较标准的公文写作水平和商务表达能力。 

 

详情请联系：应女士 (18600644210), 张女士 (13601156097)，微信号同手机号。 

 

 

2. Senior Product Development Scientist at Welch’s 

 

We're looking for a Senior Product Development Scientist to work with our Research & Development 

and cross-functional teams to lead and execute innovation projects across and beyond our growing 

portfolio of shelf stable juices, beverages, and fruit-based spreads. We are open to hiring this role at a 

Sr. Scientist or Product Development Lead level, based on experience, qualifications, and skills.  

 

For more details, please refer to: https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/senior-product-development-

scientist-at-welch-s-

3872194704/?utm_campaign=google_jobs_apply&utm_source=google_jobs_apply&utm_medium=

organic 

 

3. Food Scientist, Beverages at Bevi 

 

Bevi is seeking a highly motivated and experienced Food Scientist, Beverages to join our Beverage 

team to manage critical beverage initiatives and develop new products. You will work with the 

beverage team, reporting to the Beverage Product Director, to convert high-level market strategies into 

finished concentrates that are used in Bevi’s high-tech dispensers. From initial benchtop concepts and 

refining formulas based on consumer feedback to finalizing successful products for production - you 

will be developing Bevi’s future beverage offerings. We are looking for a talented, dedicated, and 

passionate flavor scientist to join our mission of unbottling the future. 

 

For more information, please refer to: https://www.climatetechlist.com/job/bevi-food-scientist-

beverages-boston-

BKTN9AFKIZtxQz?utm_campaign=google_jobs_apply&utm_source=google_jobs_apply&utm_me

dium=organic 
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